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Prior Contract and Land Transactions
in the Immigrant Society of Chengdu Plain in Qing Dynasty

CHEN Zhi-gang

(History &. Culture School, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730020, China)

Abstract: There was a special prior contract in Huayang county, Sichuan province in Qing
dynasty which can seldom be seen in other provinces. It reflects characteristics of land transaction
in Chengdu plain in Qing dynasty, i.e., both parties of the transaction defined the underlying as-
set by the prior contract, took the method of the payment by installment to solve the affiliated
rights of the land which included tenant, grave and water. It also gave consideration to crop’s
growth circle, land owner’s tax paying and taking official services. Prior contract is an effective
supplement of formal contract so that land could be sold successfully in the immigrant society.
The immigrants worked hard and purchased the land, entering the propertied class. This econom-
ical effect attracted many immigrants coming into Sichuan, and promoted the development of Si-
chuan and even economic development in China.

Key words: Qing dynasty; land transactions; Immigrant society; Chengdu plain; Huayang

county in Sichuan province; prior contract
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