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The Evolution of Imperial Examination in the 4th Year of

Baoyou Period of the Southern Song Dynasty and Article Science in

the Turn of the Song Dynasty into the Yuan Dynasty
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Abstract: The imperial examination in the 4th year of Baoyou Period of the Southern Song

Dynasty is a landmark in the development of article science in the turn of the Song Dynasty into
the Yuan Dynasty due to the following reasons. Firstly, the vivid taking part in the imperial ex-
amination in Jizhou and Qianyuanfu made the record of local recommendation to imperial exami-
nation. It improved writing skills in that period, expanded social basis of imperial examination
and promoted the systematization and theorization of article science. Secondly, the practical needs
of intellectuals to seek higher social status facilitated the maturity of Ci. Using Ci as the examina-
tion form in the 4th year of Baoyou Period accelerated the perfection of Ci and set a perfect exam-
ple for official documents in Pian form. Thirdly, the turn of the Song Dynasty into the Yuan Dy-
nasty pushed the intellectuals to review the imperial examination system, which in turn reflected
the responsibilities of intellectuals and enriched the spiritual implications of article science.
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