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The Legislative Protection of Human Genetic Resources in China

ZHANG Liang, ZHENG Dan

(Law School, Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, Shandong 266061, China)

Abstract: Viewed from the relevant statutory provisions of protecting human genetic re-
sources in China, there are several defects, including the ambiguous legal attribute of human
gene, the absence of enough regulations to resolve disputes about human gene rights, and the de-
tailed scope of protection which is not provided by laws. Based on making sure that the human
gene has composite attributes of personality and property, it is necessary to build a legislative
model to protect our country’s human genetic resources from the perspective of both private law
and public law. As far as private law is concerned, we need to build a system of human genetic
rights and set up a mechanism of remedy for infringement to achieve our goal. In the field of pub-
lic law, state power should take the initiative to avoid the overdevelopment in human genetic re-
sources and the genetic technology’s misuse of human genetic resources.

Key words: human genetic resources; human genetic right; the genetic technology; the reme-

dy for infringement; public interest
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