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From Pingcheng to Luoyang.
Relationship between Silk Trade and Buddhism Development

ZHANG Shuang

(Institute of History, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou, Jiangsu 221116, China)

Abstract ; In late fifth Century., merchants, monks and religious groups are interdependent in
the east part of Eurasia Silk Road. After the Northern Wei Dynasty had exterminated the North-
ern Liang, the Silk Road trade center changed from the eastern Hexi guzang to Pingcheng while
Buddhism in Hexi also moved to Pingcheng. Silk trade and Buddhist consumption of materials are
important economic factors for Emperor Xiaowen’s decision of moving the capital to Luoyang.
After the moving of the capital to Luoyang, a large number of western merchants came to Luoy-
ang to do silk trade. Industrial and commercial businessmen and the bureaucracy benefited a lot in
silk trade. In turn, they put the money in Buddhist activities such as building temples, thus mak-
ing Luoyang and northern China prosperous in Buddhism. Gold and other precious metals by
Western merchants and local residents into Buddhist activities have close relationship with wars
and economic exchanges among Eurasian Byzantine, Persian. Hephthalites and Sogdian mer-
chants.
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