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The Way of SHI Mi-yuan’s Individual Autarchy
in the Southern Song Dynasty

HAN Guan-qun

(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Some officials criticized the government policy under the reign of HAN Tuo-zhou
after he was been killed. They suggested that the supreme power should be turned back to gov-
ernment and prime minister. They also advised price to take part in political affairs. So they pro-
posed the scheme of Zishantang meeting. Emperor Ningzong agreed as he had no interest in the
imperial power. Some other officials advised Emperor Ningzong hold imperial power himself, but
failed. Under cover of Zishantang meeting, SHI Mi-yuan established individual autarchy with the
assistance of crown prince. This political pattern is due to bureaucratic public opinion, ability of
Emperor Ningzong and political trick of SHI Miyuan.

Key words: the Southern Song dynasty; SHI Mi-yuan’s individual autarchy; Bureaucratic po-

litical opinion; Zishantang meeting; crown prince; Emperor Ningzong of Song
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