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Salt Trade and Salt Management Changes of
Baxian County in the Qing Dynasty

HUANG Kai-kai

(The Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China)

Abstract; The essence of the salt management problem in the Qing dynasty was the contra-
diction between monopoly and the market regulation. The monopoly system divided the salt trade
into official and illegal salt market. But the “fixed” salt tax collection system was difficult to ad-
just with the market change, which led to the collapse of the salt monopoly system and the grad-
ual development of the illegal salt market. Salt merchants, Gentry and other vested interests of-
ten use the powerful tool of “illegal salt” label to attack their business opponents and the changes
of local salt management system is only the balance between the various market players. As a dis-
tribution center of Sichuan salt exporting in the Qing dynasty, Baxian county preserved a wealth
of archival materials, which provids the possibility to explore the interaction between salt trade
and salt system in a certain area for a long time.

Key words: the Qing dynasty; Baxian county; salt trade; Sichuan salt exporting; salt man-

agement changes
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