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Guji: Evolution from Ceremony, Behavior to Literary Form

XIA De-kao

(School of Arts, Huzhou Normal University, Huzhou, Zhejiang 313000, China)

Abstract: Guji is a quite important social phenomenon in early period, which is originally the
name of a drinking vessel, and gradually used to refer to people’s action and diction. This is
closely related to the ritual language. Ritual language is the language used in the ceremony or
gatherings when people gather to shoot and drink. Ritual language usually accompanies the rise of
vessel and thus the vessel “zhi” represents the ritual ceremony to large extent. in that case, ritual
language is called “zhiyan”. That is the evolution of “guji” as a drinking vessel to a character.
“Guji” is originally a comedian in early period who criticize current social phenomenon with funny
diction. Gradually, the entertaining effect of “guji” becomes more and more evident so that mak-
ing fun becomes the main aim of “guji”. In that process, many documentaries with different liter-
ary forms appeared. In general, “guji” plays quite important role in the forming of early literary
forms.

Key words: guji; ritual language; zhiyan; zhiyan; literary form

(it B &

123



