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“Nothing Exists Without the Mind” .
WANG Yang-ming VS George Berkeley

ZHANG Gui-quan

(College of Marxism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract; The opinions of “Nothing Exists Without the Mind” of WANG Yang-ming and
George Berkeley share many similarities but some differences. Firstly, as to the concept of mind,
Wang’s mind or mind body refers to morality in mind with justice while Berkeley’s mind refers to
spiritual substance which recognizes and generates ideas. Secondly, as to the understanding of
substance, Wang’s substance emphasizes intentional and meaningful activities while Berkeley’'s
substance refers to collection of ideas (objects, things). Both of them depend on mind. Finally,
as to the concept of “Nothing Exists Without the Mind”, Wang believes that mind means sub-
stance so that the meaning of substance varies with each individual while Berkeley believe that
substance, as an idea, cannot exist without the mind so that there is no substance out of one’s
mind.

Key words: WANG Yang-ming; George Berkeley; mind; substance; “Nothing Exists With-
out the Mind”
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