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“Xun Yi” System of Officials in the Song Dynasty

HE Qiang

(School of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Due to the control of Central Government to officials and the development of tem-
porary duties from the late Tang Dynasty, officials’ “Xun Yi” (i.e., sick leave)increases. In the
early Song Dynasty, with the establishment of sick leave system, “Xun Yi” reduces. “Xun Yi”
gradually transformed into a special sick leave system in mid period of the Northern Song Dynas-
ty, which is caused by the surpass of desired to be an official than the official vacancies, and in
return became a foundation of “Xun Yi”’s monitoring power. Since the Southern Song Dynasty,
the government has made use of that system to reward or punish officials. The change of the sick
leave system profoundly reveals political environment of the Song Dynasty.

Key words: the Song dynasty; officials; Xun Yi; sick leave system
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