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The Supernatural Rumors
during the Reign of Emperor Zhenzong in the Song Dynasty

FANG Yan

(College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: During the reign of Emperor Zhenzong in the Song Dynasty, various supernatural
rumors spread wildly so that social contradictions sharpened. The sealed book event during the
Xiangfu period, schemed by the ruling class, was a ridiculous farce in order to instruct the public
in sacred way. On the contrary, the hat-like monster rumor, rose from the folk society, was a
significant event which posed great threat to the governor’s grip. The governor’s actions seem
significantly different in these two events. However, both served for the vested interest group,
they were the two sides of the same purpose so as to consolidate the governor’s domination.

Key words: supernatural rumors; Emperor Zhenzong in the Song Dynasty; the sealed book e-

vent; the hat-like monster rumor
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