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Two Dimensions of Kant’s Theory of Apperception

TANG Hong-guang

(School of Marxism, Changsha University, Changsha, Hunan 410003, China)

Abstract: The content of Kant’s theory of apperception can be divided into two different di-
mensions, i.e., dimensionalities of facing experience and of facing subject. Combined with Kant’s
thoughts on relations between apperception and experience, and the relation between appercep-
tion and subject, those two dimensions are interpreted as “apperception as a priori condition of
experience” and “apperception as the restrictive condition of subject’s knowledge”. Transcenden-
tal apperception, as the form of thought, can construct empirical knowledge. Apperception is ob-
jective valid for empirical intuition finally. This argument is proved by two steps: first, appercep-
tion is objective valid for general intuition, and second, it is valid for empirical intuition. Apper-
ception can restrict the subject’s a priori knowledge as transcendental self-consciousness. The
radical mistake of transcendental paralogism is the “misreading of apperception”. The removal of
that misreading means to restrict the subject’s a priori knowledge. Subject could only denote the
real existence of self with the help of self-consciousness, which could not represent the subject.

Key words: Kant; theory of apperception; experience; subject
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