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Crisis and Choice of “Law Belief”: Berman’s Problem and Program

LUO Lun

(Koguan School of Law, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract:In the debate of whether law can be believed in, most of the criticisms are not di-
rected at the problems that Berman faced in Law and Religion. In explaining the crisis of West-
ern law, Berman responds from a holistic point of view, while the legal crisis of integrity and the
normative nature of law are also closely linked. Unlike other thinkers, Berman uses the method
of historicism and analogizes law and religion, thereby grasping the law as a whole on the basis of
law belief. Berman, overcomed the problem of integrity with law belief, codified the facts and
practice of law with a transcendent perspective, set an example for normative recourse to the pro-
gram of faith. It may be helpful to clarify the proper meaning of the proposition of “law belief”
under Chinese context by tracing back the ideological context of the crisis of integrity and clarif-
ying the interrelation among concepts.

Key words:law belief; Berman; Law and Religion ; integral crisis; normativity
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