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Two Different Attitudes towards Shijing
During the Period of Wei and Jin Dynasties
—— with the Citation of Shijing in Shishuoxinyu

HU Wei

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: There were two contradictory attitudes towards Shijing during the period of Wei
and Jin Dynasties, namely, taking Shijing as the norm and taking Shijing as a play, which re-
flected two opposing tendencies of honoring classics and betraying classics. Taking Shijing as the
norm embodies the honoring of classics while taking Shijing as a play shows a kind of banter and
humorous attitude, both of which are different language games. Taking Shijing as the norm is
obviously a continuation of the Confucian ideology, while taking Shijing as a play reflects the
new style of the poetry culture in Wei and Jin dynasties. Shishuoxinyu is a more realistic repre-
sentation of the history of Wei and Jin, and keeps a good record and reflection on the cultural fea-
tures of Shijing. Under the general cultural environment of taking Shijing as the norm, taking
Shijing as a play is quite special, which deserves our in-depth discussion.

Key words: Shishuoxinyu; Wei and Jin dynasties; cuctural environment of Shijing ; taking

Shijing as the norm; taking Shijing as a play
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