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Construction and Prominence of Nationalism: Making
the Hero Presenting National Flag for “Eight Hundred Heroes” and
the Hoisting and Protecting National Flag by “Eight Hundred Heroes”

ZHOU You

(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract:In modern China, national flag had double symbols of the nation-state and regime
(political forces). The national flag of Nanjing National Government has this characteristic too.
At that time, the flag of “Blue Sky, White Sun, and a Wholly Red Earth” was endowed with a
strong ideology of “Party-State”, and became a political symbol of regime identity. Moreover,
the symbol of the nationalism was constantly highlighted when Chinese began to save the nation
from extinction during the Anti-Japanese War. Making and disseminating the hero YANG Hui-
min who presented the national flag to “Eight Hundred Heroes” and the story of presenting,
hoisting and protecting the national flag by “Eight Hundred Heroes”, were all endowed with
strong nationalist imagery. Meanwhile, in the history of the presenting, hoisting and protecting
the national flag, the ideology of “Party-State” was diluted, while the symbol of the Nation-State
was emphasized. By studying the construction and prominence of nationalism the National Flag
related to “Eight Hundred Heroes”, multi-faceted political use of national symbol is revealed.

Key words: anti-Japanese War; national flag; YANG Hui-min; ”Eight Hundred Heroes”; Si

Hang Warehouse; presenting, hoisting and protecting national flag; nationalism
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