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Women’s Concept of Family Property and Marital Problem
in the Process of Matrimonial Change in the Republic of China

WU Yan',ZHANG Ru’*,XU Liang'

(1.School of Marxism Education, University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, Chengdu, Sichuan 611731;
2.College of Marxism, Leshan Normal University, Leshan, Sichuan 614000, China)

Abstract: During the period of the Republic of China, women marital behavior changed with
their concept of family property. Some formerly neglected marital concepts and behaviors reflec-
ted in some judicial cases in the Republic of China is now coming back. Firstly, family rights and
obligation are not equivalent in some women’s minds. They insist on husband’s one-way support
instead of mutual support between the couple. Secondly, property rather than freedom becomes
women main claim when divorce, which sometime surpasses the affordability of their husbands.
Thirdly, the declination of widow’s wish to remarry is mainly due to living conditions and proper-
ty worries rather than chastity concern. Of course, the conflicts among public opinions, law and
judicial practice also laid great impact on widows’ marriage freedom.

Key words: marital judicial cases in the Republic of China; women’s marital change; the

thoughts on family property
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