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The Implementation of National Regional Autonomy Before 1952

Take the Establishment of the Pingwu Tibetan Autonomous Commission as an Inspection Center

WANG Li-zhuang

(Center for Folk Culture Studies, Mianyang Teachers’ College, Mianyang, Sichuan 621000, China)

Abstract; Before the Central People’s Government promulgated the Outline for the Imple-
mentation of Regional National Autonomy of the People’s Republic of China in 1952, the imple-
mentation of the policy of regional national autonomy and the establishment of “national autono-
mous regions” were almost promoted by local governments. As far as the implementation of the
policy of “regional national autonomy” is concerned, the period, from the Common Program of
the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference to the Outline for the Implementation of
Regional National Autonomy of the People’s Republic of China, constitutes an experimental ex-
ploration of the policy of regional national autonomy in New China, which has a far-reaching im-
pact on policy improvement and system formation. The Pingwu Tibetan Autonomous Commis-
sion, established in August 1950, one of the earliest national regional autonomous institutions es-
tablished in New China, has a significance as a sample to study the background, characteristics
and effects of policy implementation during the experimental exploration period. With the study
on the origin, process and influence of the Commission, this paper believes that the practical ex-
ploration of local governments will help the central government to learn from experiences and
come out with a better policy system. Many deficiencies reflected in the implementation of region-
al autonomy policy by local governments reflect the urgency of improving the top-evel design,
and also provide a good lesson for the central government to learn from experiences so as to for-
mulate the implementation rules.

Key words: ethnic regional autonomy; Pingwu Tibetan Autonomous Commission; local gov-

ernment
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