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Hierarchical Structure of Literary Tourism Products:
Based on Multi-case Comparison Analysis

LI Tian-tian', JIANG Liao*

(1. Xinhua College, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510520;
2. Shenzhen Tourism College, Jinan University, Shenzhen, Guangdong 518053, China)

Abstract: Taking Zhouzhuang Ancient Stage, Sanmao Tea House, Gaomi Mo Yan Old
House and Jining Liangshan Water Park as cases, the hierarchical structure of literary tourism
products is studied by observation and interview. Result shows that the hierarchical structure of
literary tourism products can be divided into three levels: material level, formal level and impli-
cation level, among which progressive relationship lies. Material level is the material carrier of
literary tourism works: different types of literary tourist places have different choices of materi-
als. Literary tourism sites associated with real life prefer those artifacts, living environment,
learning environment, and social and cultural environment of those authors, while literary tourist
places associated with literary works often choose famous characters, classic scenes and storylines
of those literary works. The form level is based on the material level, with the latter influences
the former. Literary tourist places related to the author mostly rely simply on photos, letters and
so on, while literary tourist destination forms are relatively rich, including statues, perform-
ances, film and television, music, folk art forms and other forms. The implication level is the
deep structure of literary tourism products, which needs to be expressed by means of materials
and forms. Generally speaking, the implication of literary tourism products should follow the o-
riginal meaning of the author and his works. Although the implication of the literary tourist des-
tination is mainly arranged by the developer, the reader is the one to choose and re-encode the lit-
erary implication.

Key words: sites of literary tourism; products of literary tourism; hierarchical structure; mu-

ti-case comparison analysis
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