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Review of the Nature of China’s Constitutional Amendments:
A Component Part or a Revision Guidance of Constitutional Text

Z0U Yi

(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610207, China)

Abstract : Since China’s constitutional amendments came into being in 1988, their nature has
always been ambiguous, which weakened uniqueness of the constitutional text and thus impaired
authority of the constitutional code to some extent. The identification of constitutional amend-
ments as part of the constitutional text is more in line with historical context in which the United
States created constitutional amendments worldwide. However, this determination of the nature
makes it difficult to read and invoke constitutional text, which is more obvious in China. Treating
amendments as a revision guidance of constitutional text is inclination of China’s practice of con-
stitutional revision, which could be evidenced by means of expression of China’s constitutional a-
mendment as well as situation of publication of China’s amended constitutional text. However,
this determination of the nature is short of legal foundation. Produced by edition conforming to
constitutional amendments, the amended constitutional text cannot naturally gain the status of
the authoritative constitutional text. Owing to inherent characteristics of China’s original consti-
tution and practice of constitutional revision, the first determination of the nature faces insur-
mountable practical difficulties while the second one can break through legality obstruction if
some legislation passed. Therefore, the second determination of the nature adapts China’s prac-
tice of constitutional revision better because it can insure practicability of China’s constitutional
text.

Key words: constitutional amendment; original constitution; amended constitutional text;

plan of interweaving; plan of supplement
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