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The Qualifications of the Official Making Appointment
for the Aristocrat in the Northern Wei Dynasty

LIU Jun

(Research Institute of Ancient Documents,Jilin University,Changchun, Jilin 130012, China)

Abstract: From emperor Xiaowen’s Taihe middle period in the Northern Wei dynasty, the
tradition of the Wei and Jin dynasties was inherited and the aristocratic system was established to
carry out the aristocratism. As the result, the government selected officials according to the fami-
ly qualifications. The qualifications in the literature of that time refered to the political power of
the whole family, which could be converted to the official qualification in the medium of the vil-
lage grade. The qualification kept precise correspondence with the specific official position and the
promotion path that profoundly influenced the political future and the personnel structure of the
government. The aim of the mechanism was to allocate power resoures in accordance with the
family background. Though it was reasonable and inevitable, it prevented the social mobility and
caused the stratum freezing. Because the mechanism destroyed the equality and justice, the aris-
tocratic society must be replaced by the civilian society for equal opportunities and smooth con-
vection.

Key words: the Northern Wei dynasty; aristocrat; official appointment; qualification; family
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