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Economic Development and Deterioration of Labors’ Condition:
Social Origin of Japan’s Socialism Thought during Meiji Period

XU Xiao-guang

(History Culture and Tourism College. Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract ;: After the Meiji Restoration, with the vigorous implementation of developing policy
by the new Japanese government, social economy developed rapidly. Nevertheless, treatment of
workers did not improve with economic development and social progress, and their condition did
not improve. Instead, their treatment and condition were consistently deteriorated. Terrible
working conditions, serious exploitation and extremely poor living conditions of workers in the
coal mines, copper mines, textiles and other industries were frequently disclosed by the media.
The disparity between the rich and the poor was exposed by socialists. All has aroused strong
concern from the society and constitutes the internal cause of the Japanese socialist trend of
thought.

Key words: Japan; Meiji period; economic development; labors’ condition; socialism thought
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