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Relationship between Occasional Imperial Examination
and Style of Scholars in the Song Dynasty :
With Emperor Renzong’s Ruling Period as the Center

XIA Ling-wei

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China)

Abstract: The relationship between the occasional imperial examination and the style of
scholars was very close in the Song Dynasty, especially in Emperor Renzong’s ruling period. Af-
ter being reset in the seventh year of Tiansheng in Emperor Renzong’s ruling period, the occa-
sional imperial examination had displayed more prominent inclusiveness and continuity. The
number of the subjects had increased to ten, while it lasted for more than 40 years. At that time,
scholars used their respective ways and positions, either took exams in person, or commented on
its gains and losses, to expand its influence. In the course of implementation, there has been a
phenomenon that officials take the noble character subject examination and non-officials take the
special talent subject examination. Its significance lies in the following aspects: on the one hand,
the noble character subject endowed scholars with the power and spirit of speaking frankly which
interacted with the political trend at this time. On the other hand, the special talent subject pro-
foundly affected the group of the non-officials at that time and triggered a new change in their
spirit.

Key words: the occasional imperial examination; the style of scholars; Emperor Renzong’s

ruling period
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