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Variation History and Mechanism of the Teaching Management System
of Colleges and Universities in the Past 70 Years Since
the Founding of New China

CHEN En-lun', GUO Can”
(1. Faculty of Education, Southwest University, Chongqing 4007153
2. Training Centre of Remote, National Academy of Education Administration, Beijing 102617, China)

Abstract ; Since the founding of New China, the teaching management system of colleges and
universities has experienced 4 stages in China, namely the teaching management system from de-
centralization to centralization from 1949 to 1977 as a comprehensive study of the Soviet model,
the restoration and reconstruction of teaching management order and the formation of the student
status management system from 1978 to 1984, decentralized management of colleges and univer-
sities to enhance the flexibility of teaching management system from 1985 to 2009, and the grad-
ually increasing rights of teachers and students to promote the reform of the teaching manage-
ment system from 2010. Based on the analytical framework of historical institutionalism, the
change of teaching management system of colleges and universities in the past 70 years has been
coupled to the macro—institutional environment of the transformation of higher education system
and the change of national talent training needs. The power restructuring between colleges and
government, and the power equalization between the rights of school administrators, teachers
and students also contribute. However, it is found that, subject to the influence of high fixed
cost, learning effect, coordination effect and adaptive expectation, the change of teaching man-
agement system in colleges and universities shows the characteristics of gradual change of local
substitution, and there is obvious path dependence.

Key words: historical institutionalism; teaching management system of colleges and universi-

ties; institutional change
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