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Analysis of Phonological Nature of Western Mandarin ,
or the Spoken Language of Western China

YUAN Xue-mei, DENG Ying-shu

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: Current academic understanding of the phonological nature of Western Mandarin ,
or the Spoken Language of Western China can be divided into three types: the first view believes
that Western Mandarin , or the Spoken Language of Western China records Chengdu dialect of
the late 19th century; the second view believes that Western Mandarin , or the Spoken Language
of Western China records the dialects around Chengdu or dialects of Chengdu and its surrounding
areas; the third view is that Western Mandarin, or the Spoken Language of Western China re-
flects the elegant speech of Chengdu dialect at that time. The focus of disagreement is whether
Chengdu dialect has completely lost its entering tone in the late 19th century. Comparing the rele-
vant documents of Chengdu dialect in the middle and late 19th century, it can be seen that until
the end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of Republic of China, entering tone still exist in
Chengdu dialect. Clarifying this issue is of great significance for further revealing the history of
the evolution of the phonetics of Chengdu dialect.

Key words: Western Mandarin, or the Spoken Language of Western China ; Chengdu dia-

lect; entering tone; phonetic evolution
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