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The Roundabout Way to Ontological Hermeneutics
——On Riceeur’s Philosophy of Reflection

FU Zhi-yong', CHEN Si?

(1.School of Marxism, Wuhan University of Science and Technology, Wuhan, Hubei 430081
2. College of Education, Jianghan University, Wuhan, Hubei 430056, China)

Abstract: In Paul Ricoeur’s philosophy of reflection, reflection must first expel direct self-
consciousness, and then use symbols such as representation, action, works, systems, historical
relics as intermediaries, all of which can be objected by the subject so as to achieve a kind of new
self-understanding. Reflection inevitably calls for explanation, and its object is our actions in the
pursuit of survival and the desire for existence, which goes beyond the cognitive critique into the
field of survival. Ricceur goes to ontological hermeneutics through a roundabout way. His philos-
ophy of reflection recognizes the conflict of interpretation and the diversity of interpretation
modes of various disciplines, which enables hermeneutics to participate in the dialogue among
many contemporary disciplines. It combines ontology, epistemology and methodology to achieve
a major advancement and transformation of philosophical hermeneutics.
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