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On Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Deconstruction of the Cognitive Theory
of Modern Self-Discipline Subject

MENG Xue-qin

(School of Foreign Languages, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610101, China)

Abstract: Modernity, along with the humanity view established by René Descartes’” “I
think”, believes that man is the cognitive subject of self-cause, self-clarity, and self-discipline.
Such confidence in people inspired American society in the first half of the 19th century. The
transcendentalist movement and the romantic movement of American literature all emerged in
this context. However, Nathaniel Hawthorne, a representative writer of the romantic move-
ment, has a different view from the human nature view promoted by this enlightenment rationali-
ty, showing similarity to the western modern cultural irrational human nature view. He believes
that man’s dominant power is the unconscious power deep in his consciousness, and the uncon-
scious factor of man is the fundamental way for him to understand himself and the world. Haw-
thorne was able to treat human nature in the way of a modern thinker at the time when inspiring
new culture was in such a strong momentum, which demonstrate his profound and forward-loo-
king insight into people and their survival situation, and his search for humanism that truly cares
about true human nature.

Key words: Nathaniel Hawthorne; view of modern human nature; subject of self-discipline;

irrationalism; epistemology
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