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On the Concept of “Xu-shi” in the Discourse System
of Ancient Chinese Historiography
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Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: “Xu-shi” ({5 /¥ ) originated in the pre-qin period. After Sima Qian’s Shih Chi
came out, a concept group was formed in the discussion of the goodness on its narration. Being
good at narration has become a significant criterion for the talents of writing good history; while
straightness of text, accuracy of events, unostentatious and unconcealed on narration become the
principles of historical writing, and to reveal the truth of the evolution through historical narra-
tion has become the tradition for historical writing. After the development of historiographical
criticism during Sui and Tang Dyasties, “The Narration of Events” (the 22nd of the Inner Chap-
ters of Shi Tong by Liu Zhiji) marks the formal introduction of “Xu-shi” as a theoretical term.
At present, the use of the term “Xu-shi” in Chinese academic circles mainly comes from the
translation of the English word “narrative”, which contains the theoretical background of West-
ern narratology or postmodern historical narratology. Limitations appear when the term is used
to explain the narrative tradition of traditional Chinese historiography matters. In order to accel-
erate the construction of the discourse system on Chinese narrative study, it is necessary to ex-
plore the academic heritage of narrative experience, concepts, and theories among ancient Chi-
nese historiographical tradition.

Key words: “Xu-shi”; historiographical discourse;discourse system of ancient Chinese histo-

riography

[ ALY 3 0k %

129



