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Etymological Analysis of ‘“Dong Si”

LIU Qin', KUNIYOSHI Osawa’

(1. Literature College, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China;
2. Graduate School, Komazawa University, Tokyo 197-0804, Japan)

Abstract: “Dong Si” is the title of the Zen forest toilet. The etymological sources of “Dong
Si” mainly include six theories, namely Dongjing Theory, Guo Deng Theory, Chuhui Mingwang
Theory, Luoyang Official Office Theory, Dong Si Theory and Dongshi Theory, all of which lack
relevant argumentations. To make it even worse, some of the classics are unclear, some are ob-
viously fallacies, some are solitary evidence, and even multiple statements in a book that are
mixed without discrimination. The term “Dong Si” appeared first in the Shih Family Guide writ-
ten in the third year of Tianxi (1019), and it can be proved by the literature records after the
mid-North Song Dynasty. “Dong Si” was spread and recorded by Overview o f Shih Family, and
“toilet” was only used as a general term after the Southern Song Dynasty, and then gradually
mixed into dramas and novels.

Key words: Dong Si; etymology; literature
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