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Japan’s Policies and Practices on the Ryukyu Territory
in the Early Post-World War [l Period (1945-1947)

LI Chao'?

(1. Institute of International Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai, China; 2. School of

Social Development and Public Administration, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: In the early post-World War [l period, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan swift-
ly started researches on obtaining the sovereignty of Ryukyu islands. And the political landscape
of Cold war between the United States and the Soviet Union made it possible for Japan to take
Ryukyu issue as chip for further bargaining with the United States if taking the initiative to meet
USA’s strategic needs. And the fact that the conception in “Ashida Memorandum” and “the Em-
peror of Japan’s Memorandum” echoed with the United States’ strategic adjustments of east A-
sia towards its own favor proved that Japan’s research had yielded results. Japan further realized
the intention of the United States to monopolize Ryukyu, so it placed the bet of the Ryukyu terri-
torial countermeasures in the hands of the United States, attempting to break through the terri-
torial plan and relevant principles of international law stipulated in the Cairo Declaration and
Potsdam Proclamation by relying on the United States and satisfying its strategic intentions.
The move not only increases the complexity of Ryukyu’s sovereignty issue, but also brings the
transformation of East Asian order and other related issues after the war.

Key words: the early post-World War [[ period; Japan; Ryukyu’s sovereignty; “Ashida

Memorandum”; “the Emperor of Japan Memorandum”
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