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Investigating the Language Assessment Literacy of College Teachers of
Chinese as a Second Language: Knowledge, Practice, and Reflection of
Language Assessment

Zhang Yanli', Wang Xiaozhu®

1. School of Chinese Studies and Exchange, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China
2. Institute of Educational Policy and Evaluation of International Students, Beijing LLanguage and Culture University, Beijing

100083, China

Abstract: Language assessment literacy (LAL) is an essential professional competence for language teach-
ers to effectively design, interpret, and implement language assessments. This study examines the LAL of
Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) college teachers by exploring their knowledge, practice, and reflec-
tion regarding language assessment. The findings reveal that CSL teachers possess an intermediate level of
language assessment knowledge, displaying a grasp of fundamental concepts and principles, but also ex-
hibiting knowledge gaps and misunderstandings. The study shows that participation in assessment training
programs significantly enhances language assessment knowledge. In practice, CSL teachers recognize the
importance of formative assessment, yet also demonstrate a tendency to align with high-stakes tests. Both
teaching experience and assessment training positively influence teachers’ perceived level of LAL and
learning need. Teachers express a positive attitude towards improving their LAL, emphasizing the need
for practical guidance offered by language assessment training.

Key words: language assessment literacy; teachers of Chinese as a Second Language; language assessment

knowledge; teacher’s professional development
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