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Kuiji’s Commentary on the Vimalakirtinirdes’a

Yang Dong
School of Philosoply, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China

Abstract: Kuiji’s Commentary on the Vimalakirtinirdes’a is the only extant commentary on Xuanzang’s
translation of the Vimalakirtinirdes’a. The commentary offers a detailed analysis of the differences be-
tween Xuanzang’s translation and that of his predecessor, Kumarajiva. Based on the teaching theory of
the Cittamatra school, the commentary argues that the Vimalakirtinirdes’a belongs to both the emptiness
and existence schools, refuting the view that the text belongs exclusively to the emptiness school. Moreo-
ver, the commentary interprets most of the scriptures in parallel with the theories of both schools. This
approach has significant value for in-depth research into the sutra, as well as for exploring the similarities
and differences between the two Buddhist philosophical schools. Kuiji’s Commentary also demonstrates an
incorporation of the teachings of the Yogacara and Madhyamikah in addition to that of the Cittamatra
school.
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