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Theoretical Connotation and Contemporary Value of Mao Zedong’s Thought
on Industrialization

Xu Kun

School of Marxism, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210093, China

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s thought on industrialization, represented primarily by Comrade Mao Zedong, e-
merged and developed based on a thorough reflection on China’s exploratory practices toward industrializa-
tion since modern times. Guided by Marxist theories on industrialization and relying on the practical expe-
rience of the Communist Party of China in industrialization, this thought gradually took shape and devel-
oped. To deepen and broaden the study of Mao Zedong’s thought on industrialization, it is necessary to
adhere to the holistic historical perspective, comprehensively grasp it from the perspective of the overall
historical context of China’s industrialization practice since modern times. From an academic standpoint,
it is crucial to define the logical boundaries of Mao Zedong’s thought on industrialization and, based on
this, systematically comprehend its rich theoretical connotation. A thorough understanding of the contem-
porary value of Mao Zedong’s thought on industrialization is not only an important theoretical proposition
for promoting the development of China’s industrialization theories but also a significant practical proposi-
tion for advancing the innovation in the practice of Chinese-style modernization in the new era. It is imper-
ative to identify the primary contradictions faced in industrial development, adhere to independent and au-
tonomous advancement in the construction of industrialization in the new era, and fully promote the spirit
of industrialization in socialist China.

Keywords: Mao Zedong; thought on industrialization; socialist path; overall planning and consideration;

people-centered nature; spirit of industrialization in new China
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