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Criminal Justice in a Managerialism Perspective

Wang Ting, Liu Jihua

Law School, Renming University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Abstract: The manifestations of managerialism in criminal justice include efficiency, cost, management,
and “customer”as the four core elements. Under the influence of managerialism, the value of efficiency in
criminal justice is emphasized worldwide, and the criminal litigation process is gradually driven by multiple
entities. The connections between judicial agencies become tighter, and the discretion of judges is limited.
Compared with Western countries, China’s criminal justice itself exhibits elements of managerialism, and
the introduction of managerialism may bring various risks. Faced with the global wave of managerialism,
future reforms of China’s criminal justice should first solidify the procedural foundation to ensure judicial
fairness, while rational evaluation and selection of managerialism should be conducted based on the nation-
al context.

Keywords: Managerialism; criminal justice; performance evaluation; criminal litigation; judicial fairness
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