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Which Kind of Curriculum Content Structure Has the Most Educational
Value: On the Educational Logic of “Structuring Curriculum Content” in
New Compulsory Education Curriculum Standard

Zheng Hongna

Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China

Abstract: Under the guidance of core literacy in the new era, curriculum content research should not only
answer “what knowledge is the most valuable” and “whose knowledge is the most valuable”, but also
“which kind of curriculum content structure has the most educational value”. By examining the structure
of curriculum content in practice, this paper divides the primary curriculum content structure into knowl-
edge logic-based, child-centered activity-based, and integrated types. There are mainly problems such as
the loss of knowledge value, the irregularity of element combination and the absence of students’ learning
experience. The new curriculum standard in China strengthens the educational function of curriculum con-
tent through the structured organization of curriculum content. It involves compiling core concepts in each
subject to enhance the educational logic of subject-specific courses, advocating subject practices to optimize
the forms of teaching activities in subject-specific courses, and incorporating learning experiences to refine
the microstructure of student-centered activities. The underlying educational logic behind the structured
organization of curriculum content is to guide the development of student agency. It recognizes that the ed-
ucational standpoint of knowledge is a prerequisite for the educational function of curriculum knowledge.
The practical logic of subject-specific courses equips students with a robust knowledge structure. Active
learning serves as a guarantee for the development of student agency and their intellectual growth.

Key words: structuring curriculum content; curriculum function; the development of student agency
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