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Attribution of Ineffectiveness of Classroom Discourse Interaction in Primary
and Secondary Schools in China: A Reflection Based on the New Institution-
alism in Sociology

Liu Zihan, Huang Yating

College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310030, China

Abstract: The paradox inherent in the structure of identity and the paradox surrounding the value of dia-
logue are embedded in primary and secondary school classrooms, resulting in teachers and students en-
countering unforeseen phenomenon such as negative silence, false interaction and discourse separation,
which affect the development quality of basic education in China seriously. Although classroom discourse
interaction belongs to teaching techniques on the surface, the institutional rules and profound social roots
are hidden behind it. The study found that the structural conflict of identity power under the rendering of
Confucian culture, the passive catering of meritism under the rules of evaluation system, and the active
choice of discourse deprivation under the influence of cognitive preference constituting the internal and ex-
ternal reasons for the ineffectiveness of classroom discourse interaction in primary and secondary schools.
In order to improve the effectiveness and quality of discourse interaction in classroom practice, cultural he-
gemony should be removed and the extreme discourse interaction between teachers and students are sup-
posed to be reconciled; meritism should be transcended and the reform of the meaning structure in the edu-
cational evaluation system should be carried out; and personal bias should be diluted so as to build a fair
and inclusive ethical environment for discourse interaction.
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